
U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of bga l  Counsel 

- 
Office af the Principal De;l~ty Aslitst~n: Atiomey General Wushitjg!on, D (' 20531) 

July 20,2007 

J. WilIiam Leonard 
Dircctor 
In fonnativn Security Oversight Oflice 
National Archiues md Records ,481rministration 
7F)O Pennsylvania Avenue, N.CXV'. 
Wi'ashirlgtan. D.C. 30308 

Dear hji. Leonard: 

The Attorney General asked mc to respond to your letter to him &it& January 9 ,  
2007, requesiing an opinion addrcssi~rg wl~ether rhe Office of the Vice Presidetit is "agel~cy'' 
for puxposcs of Executive Order 12958, as aincftded ("the Order"). 

On July 12, 2007. the Counsel to the President m f e  a letter to Congress stating that 
"it]hc. Prcsidenl hr~s xasked mu lo col.lfirm to you that . . . the Qfficc oflhc \'ice President . . . is 
not a1 'agency' for pu~~)oscb of thc Order." Letter to the li3or1orable Sarn Brotvnback, United 
States Semtc. fm1 Fred f;. 17iclding, Counsel to the Prcs~detlt (copy enclosec! ). 'T11at statement 
otl behalf of the Prcsident directly resolves the question you presented ts the .\ttomcy Gcr~cral. 
Therefore, the i3eprutment of Justice will not be providing an opinion addresbitlg this questio~~. 

Please let nle kr~ow if lye may be of further asistancc, 

Sincerely, 

f3rineipai Deputy Assistant Attorne~ G~cfleral 

C'c: David 3. Acidinson 
.Assistant to the President and 
Chicf of Staff to thc Vice President 

Gary M,  Stern 
Gct~cral Counsel 
National Asoltives .mi Records .4dministration 




